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Bacterial pneumonia is the most common cause of death from pneumonia in patients with HIV disease, causing greater mortality than Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia. The challenge for the clinician evaluating the HIV-infected patient with pneumonia is to quickly distinguish clinically among all possible causes and to initiate therapy based on the most likely diagnosis. While an understanding of typical clinical and radiographic presentations is essential, bronchoscopy is the preferred test for reliably identifying the causative organism.